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A Road to Democracy

September 22, 1996 . . . the second
post-soviet presidential election of the Re-
public of Armenia: the choice was between
Levon Ter-Petrossian (LTP), whose regime
was already known to the Armenian people,
and Vasken Manoogian, the opposition
coalition’s candidate.

Unfortunately, the Armenian
Diaspora was following the elections as spec-
tators from afar. Were the people blindly
going to reelect LTP or, faced with an alter-
native, were they going to exercise their
power to vote in favor of change and their
progress? How far had Armenia’s
politicization reached?

The mere fact that the opposition
parties united their forces to form the Na-
tional Alliance in view of the general inter-
est of Armenia and the Armenian people
demonstrated a certain political maturity.
Confronted by this same united force, LTP
began to question his assured victory. With
the possibility of defeat growing stronger,
LTP and his administration resorted once
again to fraudulent methods in order to si-
lence the voice of the people.

Tainting the electorate’s vote, they
tried to suffocate the will of the people and
the final results of the election might lead to
the conclusion that, indeed, this goal was
achieved. However, the mere fact that in fear
of the people, LTP had to replace his 58%
self-declared victory by a 51% defeatist re-
election, shows that the people’s voice was
not fully stifled. Moreover, the September
23, 24, 25 protests demanding a recount of
the vote proved that LTP can no longer con-
demn the people to silence. Both these
events, regardless of the opposition’s forced
electoral defeat, symbolize the actual victory
of the Armenian people during the 1996
presidential elections.

How can we not consider it a vic-
tory to see the Armenian people begin to
believe in the power of their vote, to believe
in democracy. Not merely believe, but to
revolt against violations of its democratic
rights.

Although September 22, 1996, at
first glance, might seem like a sad day in
Armenia’s new history, a light of hope never-
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La Véri

L’histoire du Monde constitue sans
doute le professeur par excellence de tout
étres vivants. Un professeur doté d’un im-
mense bagage d’expériences, de
connaissances et d’explications; un
professeur qui parfois éprouve de la difficulté
de se faire comprendre; un professeur qui est
méme quelquefois négligé. Enfin, I’histoire
ressemble a un manuscrit qui ne verra jamais
son jour de publication, étant donné que de
nouvelles pages viennent sans cesse s’ajouter
a celles qui existent déja. Parmi les pages les
plus récentes de ce manuscrit, nous
retrouvons celles qui parlent de la rupture
de I’'Union Soviétique, soit un événement qui
a considérablement affecté la vie de tous les
habitants de cette région . . . pour en dire le
strict minimum! Ainsi, le 22 septembre 1996,
les secondes élections présidentielles de I’ere
post-soviétique ont eu lieu en Arménie. Voici
un bref compte-rendu . . .

Commeng¢ons du moment ou le
nombre de candidats s’est réduit a deux: le
premier étant Levon Ter-Petrossian qui
cherchait a conserver son titre, et le
deuxieme, Vasken Manookian, qui
représentait 1’Union Nationale, ¢’est-a-dire
'union de toutes les parties de I’opposition,

En tant qu’Arméniens vivant a
’extérieur de notre pays d’origine, nous ne
pouvions que surveiller ces élections “de
loin”: voila une expression qui fait désormais
partie du sort des Arméniens de la Diaspora.
Plusieurs questions veillaient désespérément
a recevoir une réponse: le peuple allait-il
aveuglement réélire Ter-Petrossian ou allait-
il opter pour le renouveau et I’évolution? Le
peuple arménien était-il conscient de la force
de son vote, se trouvant ainsi dans la
possibilité de choisir de fagon libre et
éclairée? Enfin, ou était rendu le niveau de
la conscience civile et politique du peuple
arménien? En avancant une candidature
commune et unique, I’opposition démontrait
déja une maturité politique sans précédent.
C’est justement face a cela que la confiance
du président Ter-Petrossian s’écroula. Par
conséquent, ce dernier a recouru de nouveau
ades tricheries afin d’assujettir la population
au silence.

En premier lieu, la volonté du peuple

ble démocrafie s'impose

a été trompée en altérant les résultats des
élections. Certains, en jugeant le résultat final
des élections ont couronné de succés cet
essai. Cependant, le résultat auto-déclaré de
58% par Ter-Petrossian fiit vite remplacé par
un 51% moins méprisant, afin de
moindrement tenir compte de la volonté
exprimée du peuple. De plus, le 23, 24 et 25
septembre 1996 ont eu lieu des
démonstrations réclamant la recompte des
votes. Ainsi, malgré. la défaite imposée de
I’opposition, ces deux faits témoignent
néanmoins une victoire au moins partielle du
peuple arménien aux élections de 1996.

Comment ne pas considérer une
victoire la foi que le peuple de I’Arménie
commence a démontrer face au pouvoir de
son vote?

Bien que le 22 septembre constitue une
journée sombre pour I’Arménie, nous ne
pouvons faire autrement que de rester
optimiste face au réveil civil de notre peuple.
La démocratie s’impose de plus en plus et
’avenir ne peut que nous sourire.

Une fois encore, I’histoire a bien
accompli sa tdche en enregistrant ces
événements sur ses pages de manuscrits. Il
est 2 nous maintenant d’essayer de
comprendre notre professeur, en apprenant
de lui et surtout en ne le négligeant pas. La
régne de Ter-Petrossian est désormais trés
fragile. Il sait que le peuple arménien
surveille de trés prées son président. Voila la
seule voie vers une véritable démocratie.

Le 4 janvier, 1997 ...

L’opposition en Serbie continue ses
manifestations pacifiques contre le pouvoir
abusif du président Slobodan Milosevic afin
de forcer sa reconnaissance de la victoire,
dans 14 municipalités, de la coalition de
I’opposition aux éléctions municipales du 7
novembre, 1996.

Aprés plus de 40 jours de
manifestations continues et dii a la pression
constante exercée par la communauté
internationale et notamment des Etats-Unis,
Milosevic propose des cessions et des
rectifications. Entre-temps, 1’opposition
poursuit les manifestations quotidiennes.

En paralléle, le peuple arménien a
=14
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Daily Chrono

2 September: Armenian President Levon
Ter Petrossian releases his election platform
for the upcoming presidential election. The
platform’s priorities include the develonment
and strengthening of democratic insti.utions,
continued elimination of corruption and
crime, the strengthening of the army and in-
telligence agencies, and the acceleration of
economic reforms with supplemental in-
creases in wages and the creation of a na-
tional social security system. The platform
also calls for increasing cooperation with
Russia, Georgia and Iran, as well as estab-
lishing more stable relations with Azerbaijan
and Turkey. Ter Petrossian promises to find
a compromise solution to the Nagorno
Karabagh conflict and to improve relations
with the substantial Armenia diaspora
throughout the world.

6 September: The head of election observ-
ers for the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE), Simon Osborn,
states that his team is preparing for the com-
prehensive task of monitoring the Septem-
ber 22nd presidential election. The OSCE
observers are planning to visit various poll-
ing stations throughout the country. The
OSCE is said to be maintaining vigilance
given the “free but not fair” nature of the
parliamentary elections.

7-8 September: Opposition candidates
Pariur Hairikian of the National Self-Deter-
mination Union, Aram Sargsian of the
Democratic Party and Lenser Aghalovian of
the Artsakh-Hayastan movement announce
their withdrawal from the Armenian presi-
dential race and support for Vazgen
Manoukian (NDU). The two other major
opposition candidates, Sergei Badalian of the
Armenian Communist Party and Ashot
Manoucharian of the Scientific-Industrial
and Civil Union (SICU), remain in the presi-
dential race. The country’s largest opposi-
tion party, the Armenian Revolutionary Fed-
eration (ARF), still banned by the govern-
ment, is also supporting Manoukian.

8 September: The presidential candidate
Vazgen Manoukian, releases a new common
campaign platform of the three newly united
opposition parties. The united plan calls for
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full independence for the Republic of
Nagorno Karabagh, state policies “based on
Armenian national values,” formation of a
new government of national accord by the
allied opposition parties, new parliamentary
elections, and the adoption of a new consti-
tution strengthening the legislative and judi-
cial branches of government to better bal-
ance power against the strong executive
branch. Additional proposals include indus-
trial policies to promote indigenous indus-
try in order to foster greater self-sufficiency,
a broad campaign aimed at eliminating cor-
ruption and organized crime, and a new fo-
cus on social programs to ease the effects of
economic reform and privatization.

22 September: Incumbent President Ter
Petrossian claims victory in the day’s presi-
dential elections as early unofficial returns
released by the Armenian Centra] Election
Commission show a 56 to 37 percent mar-
gin for the president over his opposition ri-
val Vazgen Manoukian of the National
Democratic Union. An estimated 2.4 mil-
lion Armenian voters participated in the elec-
tion. The opposition stages arally to protest
the election, accusing the authorities of mas-
sive fraud in the counting of the ballots.

23 September: The independent and non-
political European Institute for the Media,
which actively monitored the presidential
campaign, criticizes the election and reports
that state-run television and media “clearly
favored Ter Petrossian through its tenden-
tious coverage.” Additionally, the Organi-
zation for Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope (OSCE) admitted that television air-time
allotted to Ter Petrossian had far exceeded
the air-time available to all other candidates
put together. The OSCE also noted concern
over numerous blatant local voting irregu-
larities by the authorities, although an OSCE
preliminary report stated that these factors
“did not significantly affect” the election’s
outcome. Other Western monitors reported
that they witnessed widespread

fraud.

23-24 September: The opposition states that
they have substantial evidence of voting
fraud and massive ballot rigging and claim a

lections

national return of at least 60 percent for
Manoukian, who they term as the legitimate
president-elect. The opposition, barred from
state-run television and radio and denied a
hearing before the Central Election Commis-
sion, accuse the authorities of carrying out
a virtual coup d’état through falsification of
the returns and vow to resist the results
through peaceful mass protests.

23-25 September: Opposition demonstra-
tors, for three straight days, hold massive ral-
lies with over 100,000 participants outside
the parliament building which houses the of-
fices of the Central Election Commission
(CEC). On the 25th, after reports circulate

that Vazgen Manoukian and others had been
arrested while trying to file a petition for a
recount with the CEC, a small group of dem-
onstrators push open the parliament gates and
enter the grounds.

The security forces, already on hand along
the parliament’s perimeter and equipped with
full riot gear, react by firing upon the un-
armed crowd, killing at least one person and
wounding at least fifty-nine. In the chaos of
the incident, parliamentary chairman Babken
Ararktsian and his deputy Ara Sahakian are
physically assauited by a several individu-
als. President Ter Petrossian holds emer-
gency meetings with his top ministers and
issues orders banning all movement into the
capital and deploying tanks and armored per-
sonnel carriers throughout the city’s main
intersections and thoroughfares.

26 September: Meeting in an emergency
session, the Armenian parliament votes to lift
parliamentary immunity for opposition depu-
ties in order to initiate criminal charges of
treason, terrorism and an attempted seizure
of power. Parliamentary immunity is re-
voked for opposition candidate Vazgen
Manoukian and seven other opposition depu-
ties by a vote of 155-0 with two abstentions.
Several of the opposition deputies, attend-
ing the parliamentary session, are physically
assaulted and beaten during the session in
front of the television cameras broadcasting
the parliament’s meeting to the nation. In
Yerevan, tanks with escorts of special riot
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EXCERPTS FROM THE OSCE REPORT

Office for Democratic Institutions and
Human Rights

ARMENIAN PRESIDENTIAL ELEC-
TION SEPTEMBER 22, 1996
FINAL REPORT

Introduction

The OSCE’s Office for Democratic In-
stitutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) re-
ceived a formal request from Armenia’s Cen-
tral Electoral Commission (CEC), to observe
the presidential elections scheduled for 22
September 1996.In response, ODIHR repre-
sentatives traveled to Armenia in early Au-
gust to undertake a needs assessment mis-
sion. They met with the Chairman of the
CEC, prospective presidential candidates and
international NGO’s.

It was concluded that ODIHR should
establish an Election Observation Mission.
Consequently ODIHR appointed Simon
Osborn (United Kingdom) as On-site Coor-
dinator and Vrej Atabekian (Armenia) as an
Election Assistant.(...)

The 89 OSCE/ODIHR observers were
deployed across all eleven regions of Arme-
nia. The observers, usually in teams of two,
made 456 visits to polling stations on elec-
tion day, covering 28.5% of the 1,596 Pre-
cinct Electoral Commissions (PEC). (...)

The Legislative Framework

Two laws in particular govern the
presidential elections - the 1996 Law of the
Republic of Armenia on the Elections of the
President of the Republic of Armenia (here-
inafter; the presidential election law) and the
1996 Law of the Republic of Armenia on
the Elections of Local Self Governing Bod-
ies (hereinafter; elections of local self gov-
erning bodies law). Furthermore the Central
Electoral Commission issued a series of regu-
lations for the implementation of these laws.
ODIHR concluded that the legal framework
for these elections was a clear improvement
on previous electoral legislation. In particu-
lar, the law makes provision to improve the
transparency of the process. (...)

The Media

Television was the key medium for the
campaign due to limited circulation of the
print media and the relatively small funds
available for each candidate to have equal
access to free advertising on State TV and
Radio. The CEC drew up a special regula-
tion to cover the implementation of this part
of the law in agreement with State TV and
Radio.

However, according to the Media
Monitoring conducted by the European In-
stitute for the Media, supported by the EU’s
TACIS democracy program, Levon Ter-
Petrossian had a substantial advantage over
his opponents during the election period. For
example, the EIM observed that Levon Ter-
Petrossian had 1050 minutes of editorial cov-
erage on State TV’s Channel 1 from the start
of the campaign on 23 August until 17 Sep-
tember. By comparison Vazgen Manoukian
received only 65 minutes, Ashot
Manoucharian 48 minutes and Sergei
Badalian 37.5 minutes editorial coverage on
State TV Channel 1.

Observation of Voting

The presidential election law clearly
defines the procedures for voting. Voters
must be over 18, citizens of Armenia and
‘permanently resident in the precinct to vote.
To be elected on the first round the winning
candidate must secure more that 50% of the
votes cast for all candidates. There is no re-
quirement in the law for turnout, thus obvi-
ating any need for PECs to ‘harvest’ votes
to secure the required turnout threshold.
Voters must vote in secret (with the excep-
tion of voters who request the assistance of
another voter due to poor eyesight etc.) and
they may only vote once. (...)

The picture that emerges for the elec-
tion process in the whole of the country is
encouraging. For example observers re-
corded that the voting process was conducted
‘correctly’ and according to the law in over
half (53%) of all polling stations visited. By
comparison observers concluded that the
process was conducted very badly in only
3.5% of the PECs visited.

The most significant breach in law that
seemed to occur most frequently was the
number of times observers noted collective
voting or more than one person in the booth,

which was observed in just over one in five
polling stations (23%). However the overall
secrecy of the ballot seemed to be honored
in most polling stations. In just over 1 in 20
(6%) polling stations observers noted ‘open
voting’ and in just over one in ten (11.3%)
did they witness PEC members being able
to see the way a person had voted when they
tore off the voter coupon at the bottom of
the ballot paper in front of the PEC member
seated by the ballot and voter coupon boxes.

Very few observers witnessed any in-
timidation of voters at the polling station
(4.1%), signs of campaigning (2.5%), agita-
tion (3.3%) or campaign material for one of
the candidates (5.7%) - the presidential elec-
tion law clearly states that no building hous-
ing an election commission may have any
campaign materials present. (...)

Observers were asked to note the pres-
ence of candidates proxies in the polling sta-
tions as well as authorized members of the
media. Their presence is clearly a vital part
of the system’s checks and balances. Encour-
agingly observers met proxies for candidates
in over nine out of ten (93%) of polling sta-
tions visited. Unfortunately the media were
less active in monitoring the process as they
were met in just over one in a every fifteen
(7%) polling stations visited.

However observers were disturbed by
the frequency in which they came across un-
authorized persons present in the polling sta-
tions. In particular they were particularly
concerned to note the number of times they
came across representatives of the Ministry
of Interior. However this became far more
significant towards the end of the count later
that night, particularly in the Yerevan,
Kotayk, Armavir, Ararat, and Gegharkunik
regions.

Military voting

Observers were very disturbed by the clear
breaches in the law witnessed in many of the
polling stations were they monitored the
military voting. In four out ten (40%) poll-
ing stations, where the military were ob-
served voting, there were clear breaches in
the law.

In many cases observers witnessed of-
ficers either instructing or ‘leading’ their
troops to vote for Levon Ter-Petrossian. For
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example in precinct 5/27 in-Yerevan, two
observer teams at different times in the day
witnessed officers directing their soldiers to
vote for the incumbent president. In precinct
41/1 in the Ararat region, observers saw offic-
ers openly instructing their troops to vote for
Ter-Petrossian. Almost a third (31%) of all
cases where observers witnessed ‘open voting’
(7%) involved soldiers voting in the open in
front of their officers.

Not only are these serious breaches of
several articles of the law, but they clearly in-
dicate that the sections of the electoral law on
military voting needs to be reviewed and
amended to stop such breaches undermining
the integrity of the process further in future elec-
tions.

Observation of Counting

The procedures for counting are clearly
specified in the presidential election law. At
22:00 the polling stations must be closed and
counting begins without any delay or interrup-
tion. Once the number of ballot papers sup-
plied, the number unused ballots and the num-
ber of signatures on the voters list
are counted then the ballot boxes
are opened. Each of these figures
are registered in a complex series
of “protocols’ (numbers 1-4).

Observers monitored this
part of the election process in 37
polling stations across the coun-
try. Although this sample is prob-
ably insufficient to give an over-
all picture of the count across the
whole country, itdoes give a clear
insight into some of the problems
witnessed by observers. On aver-
age most stations did not complete
their count until the early hours
of Monday 23 September. How-
ever in precinct 6/4 in Yerevan,
which had 1,722 voters who
signed for ballot papers, did not
finish its count until 11:00 on 23
September. In contrast the earli-
est count to finish was in precinct
31/1 in Armavir which completed 0 4
its count at 00:45 on 23 Septem-
ber.

According to the records
~n~llected by the Mission, most

spent, on average, approxi-
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mately 20 hours working on polling day. De-
spite this, observers reported that PEC Chair-
men in some polling stations in Yerevan at-
tempted to delay the count in the hope that the
international observers would leave.

In 8 polling stations observers recorded
that the count had not been-conducted accord-
ing to the law and in 5 of them, it had been
conducted very badly. Although this does not
indicate that this was replicated across the
whole country, it clearly demonstrates that the
counting process was far less competently
managed than the voting.

Substantial and serious breaches of the
presidential election law were witnessed in nu-
merous polling stations during the count. For
example in precincts 4/6 and 2/9 in Yerevan
and 3/1 in Tavoush, candidates’ proxies were
note allowed to monitor the count. In 13 out of
the 37 polling stations where the count was
observed the PEC did not put up a display copy
of their summary protocol. In precincts 3/2 and
3/1 in Vaik, 1/1 in Yeghegnadzor, 1/13 in
Shirak and 12/1, 2/5, and 11/24 in Yerevan ob-
servers reported the presence of officials from
the Ministry of the Interior, who are clearly not

B Badalyan
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allowed to attend the count according to the
presidential election law.

Observers noted an inconsistent criteria
for the invalidation of ballots. Ballots cast
clearly for Vazgen Manoukian were invali-
dated, due to a very small ink dot that had been
placed in the circle by Levon Ter-Petrossian’s
name - in precinct 2/2 in the Ararat region, pre-
cinct 10/8 in the Gegharkunik region and pre-
cinct 1/5 in Syunik.

During polling day, the Mission received
a report from media representatives that an
unknown person was seen stuffing ballot pa-
pers into the ballot box in precinct 11/24. An
observer team was sent by the mission to moni-
tor the count at this station. Not only did they
note the presence of representatives of the Min-
istry of the Interior in the polling station dur-
ing the count, they also observed that the num-
ber of signatures on the voters list was not
counted. At the end of the count observers re-
ported that a Police officer entered the polling
station, with a group of other people in the dis-
turbance that followed the observers witnessed
five of these people openly tamper with the
voter coupon box. When the voter coupon box

= Manoukian

Ter-Petrosian
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was opened by the CoEC later that night the
observers recorded approximately 200 voter
coupons that were unsigned by voters and did
not have the voters numbers written on them
as required by law.

In Yerevan precinct 12/17 PEC mem-
bers attempted to count the vote by pouring
the contents of the ballot box on to the table
rather than follow the instructions laid down
in the law. Consequently a number of the PEC
members objected and, after some discussion,
the ballot papers were put back into the ballot
box and taken to the CoEC. On the journey to
the CoEC both the ballot box and the voter cou-
pon box fell off the car and broke open. These
boxes were then left unattended at the CoEC
and later at the REC until the REC counted
these boxes on Thursday 26 September.

However, probably the most extreme
breach of the law took place in the central dis-
trict of Yerevan in precinct 6/22. Shortly after
the PEC had concluded the preliminary count
and before they were to fill in their protocol,
the electricity was cut and a group of men
charged into the polling station and stole the
ballot box and ballot papers. All of which was
observed by a group of international observ-
ers. In transpired that later that morning, some
time after 3:45, the boxes and papers reap-
peared. These ballots were later counted by the
REC on Thursday 26 September and the result
for that station declared. Observers noted that
the final result differed only marginally from
the preliminary result declared on the night.
However, as yet no one has been arrested for
these extremely serious breaches in the law.

1t is clear from the evidence presented
to the Mission by observers, that serious
breaches in ballot security took place during
the count and in some cases the law was fla-
grantly disregarded in clear view of interna-
tional observers.

Observation of the Count: Community Elec-
toral Commissions

Once the ballots are counted at the PEC
the packages of ballot papers, voters lists, pro-
tocols and the unopened voter coupon boxes
are taken to the CoECs. There are a total of
930 of these commissions across the country,
in many cases they have only one precinct in
their catchment area. This is particularly true
in the more sparsely populated rural areas. In
the urban districts the CoECs will cover the
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whole town or city, for example Gyumri CoEC
has 57 PECs, in Yerevan there are only 12
CoECs covering 309 PECs. Clearly, the expe-
rience in the rural areas should be quite differ-
ent from the cities.

Observers were requested to track the re-
sults declared in their PEC to the CoEC. In al-
most half (6 out of 13) of the CoECs visited by
observers the number of voter coupons did not
match the number of signatures on the voters
list recorded in the PEC summary protocol.
However in Gyumri observers noted that, al-
though very tired, the CoEC conducted their
count of the voter coupons from the 57 PECs
in the city efficiently and effectively. Con-
versely in CoEC number 60 in the Kotayk re-
gion observers noted that the members of the
commission were drunk during the count.

On the morning of 23 September Malatia
Sebastia CoEC in Yerevan made a request to
the Yerevan REC to take a break from their
work. The law clearly states that once count-
ing has begun, the commissions may not take
a break until they have finished. It should be
noted that Malatia Sebastia has 34 precincts in
comparison Gyumri CoEC has 57. The request
by the Malatia Sebastia CoEC was granted by
the Secretary of the Yerevan REC. They then
‘rested’ for 6 hours. This delay in the count in
this CoEC made a considerable impact on the
ability of Yerevan REC to produce preliminary
results for the Capital. The Mission reviewed
the results for this district, comparing the num-
ber of voters coupons counted with the num-
ber of voters who had signed for and received
ballot papers. In the Malatia Sebastia precincts
7/8,7/24,7/28 and 7/33 the disparity between
these figures, as recorded in the protocols, var-
ied from 300 to 1,100. as far as the Mission is
aware not one of these precincts was later
checked by the Yerevan REC.

The Etchmiadzin CoEC informed inter-
national observers that they would not be count-
ing the voter coupons and that this would be
done by the Armavir REC and turned the ob-
servers away. The CEC’s regulations on the
rights of foreign observers are quite clear; in-
ternational observers have the right to attend
any session of any electoral commission, the
Etchmiadzin CoEC was clearly ‘in session’. It
is clear from the observers reports that the
counting process broke down in many CoECs,
particularly in Yerevan. This failure in the sys-
tem clearly needs to be addressed. A thorough
review of the relevant section of the presiden-

UNohh-2.8.0.9.6.U.-h Mwznobwprbpp

tial election law on the count process, with the
context, perhaps, of the adoption of a univer-
sal election code needs to take place. Further-
more this review should also look at the struc-
ture, composition, and training needs of the
CoECs.

Verification of the Results

Once the voter coupons have been
counted the protocols from the PECs and
CoECs are then transferred up to the RECs.
The RECs then transmit the number of votes
for each candidate and the number of voters
participating in the electicn to the CEC. Ini-
tially this is done by email, although the fig-
ures are aggregated later and written down of
the REC’s preliminary results protocol. This
protocol, along with copies of the CoECs and
PEC:s protocols are taken to the CEC by the
REC Chairman not later than 48 hours after
the close of polls. The REC then begins to check
and verify the figures supplied to it by the lower
commissions within its region.

Observers reports indicated how the
counting process began to break down at the
CoEC level. At the REC level the process be-
came even less transparent. The presidential
election law is not clear on the verification pro-
cess. The CEC did not provide sufficient lead
and its response to the situation was inadequate.
A CEC regulation was still being debated on
the night of Wednesday 25 September. The
actual resolution was eventually adopted the
following day. Arguably this was a massive
oversight on the part of the CEC, who should
have brought forward clear instructions for the
RECs weeks prior to polling day rather than
days after it. Consequently the verification pro-
cess was confused and lacked any sense of cohe-
sion.

For example the presidential election law
states that an REC may investigate a precinct’s
results if they include dissenting notes and if four
members of the REC or two presidential candi-
dates make a formal request. Thus for the system
to work, it requires all members to have free ac-
cess to the relevant information. However in
Yerevan REC the Chairman failed to produce the
protocols for opposition members to view on sev-
eral occasions when meetings had been arranged.
However in Yerevan the REC chairman failed to
circulate minutes of meetings and most meetings
were conducted without any formal papers or an
agenda throughout the whole election period.



Final Results from the CEC

s _Armenian Presidential Election - 22 September 1996
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*”Against All” votes number 10012, “Invalid” ballots number 48631 .
The number of missing coupons is 22013. The number of missing ballots is 21128. These numbers are not mutually inclusive.
The number of votes necassary for Ter-Petrosian to avoid a second round is 21941 (check previous chart)
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Dachnaktsoutioun

Le cours politique suivi par les autorités
actuelles d’Arménie au regard du scrutin
présidentiel compromet gravement la d¢ja
fragile démocratie et ternit l’image
internationale de I’ Arménie.

Au nom de ’ordre constitutionnel, le droit
du peuple a été systématiquement violé par
la direction de la patrie.

Le film des événements depuis le 22
septembre, le vent de panique préélectorale
qui a soufflé sur les plus hautes sphéres du
pouvoir, les procédés utilisés pour tronquer
et falsifier sans vergogne les résultats des
¢élections, ainsi que le rejet de la demande
populaire concernant la publication de ces
résultats, ne laissent aucun doute quant a
]’état de dissolution dans lequel se trouve la
démocratie dans notre patrie.

Bien plus, aujourd’hui, les principes
démocratiques fondamentaux sont
inexistants, les droits de I’homme sont violés

tandis que I’on recourt a la force brutale dans
notre république. Les autorités interviennent
dans la vie intérieure du pays a travers les
ministéres de force (défense, sécurité
nationale, intérieur), baillonnant du méme
coup la liberté d’expression.

LaFRA Dachnaktsoutioun dénonce la fraude
officielle dont ont été victimes la nation et le
peuple arméniens, et déclare qu’avec toutes
ses structures et tous ses membres, il est
solidaire du mouvement de protestation
populaire. La FRA ne peut accepter aucune
élection imposée par la force dans la patrie
indépendanfe et demande la publication et
la reconnaissance des résultats électoraux
réels.

Le bureau de la FRA condamne les brutalités
policiéres exercées par les autorités actuelles,
et les considére comme une nouvelle avancée
de la dictature.

Le droit constitutionnel du peuple arménien

ne saurait en aucun cas étre bradé. Ainsi, la
FRA Dachnaktsoutioun demande que soient
libérés immédiatement tous les activistes
politiques actuellement emprisonnés et que
solent punis tous les auteurs et responsables
de ces actes de violence, a quelque niveau
qu’ils solent.
En ces moments de charniére difficiles, alors
que notre peuple est confronté a des condi-
tions politiques et économiques graves au
Haut Karabagh et en Arménie, la FRA
appelle le peuple de la patrie a rester vigi-
lant et & ne pas permettre que des forces
conspirent pour affaiblir leurs justes
revendications.
Aujourd’hui et a ’avenir, notre peuple est
amené a défendre farouchement ses droits
humains et nationaux, et est décidé a déjouer
les crimes menagant son existence collective.
Bureau de la FRA Dachnaktsoutioun
27 septembre 1996

ARF BUREAU ISSUES DECLARATION

The political course of the current lead-
ership of Armenia in regards to the Presi-
dential elections, severely hinders the already
fragile democracy and deals a heavy blow
to Armenia’s international reputation.

Under the veil of constitutional order,
the right of the people are
piece-by-piece being
violated by the very lead-
ership of the homeland.

The accelerated
pace of events since Sep-
tember 22, i.e. the pre-
election panic which
dominated within the
leadership’s higher ech-
elons, the methods used
to blatantly forge and fal-
sify election results, as
well as their rejection of
public demands regard-
ing tabulation of election
results, leaves no doubt that democracy in
our homeland is'in a state of dissolution.

Moreover, today, fundamental demo-
cratic principles are absent, human rights are
12 ARDZIV-Official Organ of the ARFYOC

being violated and brutal force is being used
in our Republic. The leadership interferes in
the country’s internal life through its power
ministries (defense, internal, national secu-
rity), forcibly undermining the people’s free-
dom of expression.

T he
Armenian Revolu-
tionary Federation re-
jects the official fraud
being forced upon the
Armenian people and
nation and declares
that with its entire or-
ganizational bodies
and membership, it
stands in solidarity
with the popular wave
of protest. The ARF
cannot accept any
election in the inde-
pendent homeland
which has been conducted through force and
demands the announcement and approval of
the real election results.
The Armenian Revolutionary Federa-

tion condemns the current leadership’s bru-
tal policies and considers them a blatant step
toward dictatorship.

The constitutional rights of the Arme-
nian people cannot, at any time, become a
bartering tool. Thus, the Armenian Revolu-
tionary Federation demands the immediate
release of all political activists currently im-
prisoned and the punishment of the actual
perpetrators and organizers of these violent
acts, regardless of their position.

At this difficult and trying juncture,
when our people are confronting severe eco-
nomic and political conditions in Nagorno-
Karabakh and Armenia, the ARF cails on the
people of the homeland to remain alert and
not to allow conspiring forces to weaken their
just protest.

Today, and in the future, our people
will painstakingly protect its human and na-
tional rights and will incapacitate all crimes
threatening its collective existence.

September 27, 1996
ARF Bureau
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ANCC meetings in Ottawa

ANCC members meet with Canadian De-
partment of Foreign Affairs and Interna-
tional Trade official and OSCE director
of democracy and human rights.

Members of Armenian National Com-
mittee of Canada (ANCC) met with officials
from the Department of Foreign Affairs and
International Trade on October 25, 1996 in
Ottawa. The purpose of the meeting with
the Armenian Desk official was to clarify
some points pertaining to the recent presi-
dential elections in Armenia.

During the 30 minute long meeting, the
ANCC members congratulated Hon Lloyd
Axworthy on his remarks made on the House
floor about this issue, and stressed the fact
that the ANCC and the Armenian Commu-
nity of Canada, at large, supported his stance.
Aside from these and other issues discussed,

the members of the ANCC requested an of-
ficial meeting
with the Min-
ister himself
in order to
discuss the is-
sues even fur-
ther.

On that
same note,
the ANCC
met with the
Democracy
and Human
Rights direc-
tor of OSCE,
Ambassador
Audrey
Glover, at the
Chateau
Laurier in Ot-

| i -
Hon. Lloyd Axworthy

tawa on October 18. 1996. The purpose once
again was the presidential
elections in Armenia. The
Ambassador stated that 89
observers were sent to
monitor the elections. The
director underlined the ir-
regularities underlining the
disappearance of more than
21000 votes. She stated that
the OSCE found the
government’s and Central
Elections Commission’s ac-
tions unacceptable. The
ANCC thanked the Ambas-
sador and handed her a con-
gratulatory letter. During
her stay in Ottawa Ambas-
sador Glover also met with
officials of the Canadian
Foreign Affairs.

U.S. VOICES “DEEP CONCERN” ABOUT “IRREGULARITIES IN
BALLOTING AND VOTE TABULATION” IN ARMENIAR ELECTION

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Office of the Spokesman

For Immediate Release

October 22, 1996

STATEMENT BY NICHOLAS BURNS,
SPOKESMAN

ARMENIAN PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTION

On September 22, the Republic of Ar-
menia held Presidential elections. According
to official results, President Levon Ter-
Petrosian was re-elected with 51.7 of the vote.

Opposition parties mounted effective
campaigns as well, with the leading opposi-
tion figure, Vazgen Manukyan, capturing 41%
of the vote.

Since the 1995 parliamentary elections,
progress was made to improve the electoral
process including redrafting the election law
and establishing a new Central Election Com-
mission.

Observers noted a well-managed process
in many local precincts. However, international
observers, including the OSCE, reported that
serious breaches overshadowed this progress.
Irregularities in balloting and vote tabulation,
particularly in Yerevan, remain a cause of deep

concern. N\ENT OF

T h e 3

United S S%/\
State

calls on 2

the Ar- d y *
menian i ‘3%’ 5
govern- %’/"’Q}
ment to l @Q/
imple- TATES O(—P‘
ment the

recommendations of international experts in
order to address these flaws and to build confi-
dence in the integrity of

Armenia’s electoral process.

Regrettably some opposition leaders
chose to express their frustration through the
path of violence against the Armenian
Parliament on September 25, While the U.S.
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strongly supports the rights of all Armenians
to peacefully assemble and express their views,
we condemn such violence, which has no place
in democracy and only polarizes Armenian
society. In responding to such acts, the United
States calls on Armenian authorities to ensure
respect for due process and adherence to inter-
national human rights practices, including con-
tinued ICRC

access to prisoners.

The United States urges the Armenian

government and opposition to continue to take
concrete steps to promote reconciliation.
In that context, the United States welcomes the
announcements by the government and oppo-
sition to redress grievances on the election re-
sults in the Constitutional Court, consistent with
Armenian law. The United States welcomes
steps by the government and the opposition
toward building an open political process and
calls on all people and political parties in Ar-
menia committed to working within the law to
forge a political dialogue across party lines.

The United States remains committed to
working with Armenia to help build an inde-
pendent, democratic and prosperous state at
peace with its neighbors.
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Le Petit Robert explique ce terme en

tant que: “Concentration de tous les pouvoirs
entre les mains d’un individu, d’une
assemblée, d’un parti ou d’une classe.”
Eh bien! En considérant toutes les données
entourant la situation de la nouvelle Arménie,
renouvelée, nous constatons bel et bien
qu’elle (la dictature) s’y est installée.

“Qui... il n’a jamais vécu dans un pays
totalitaire lui, qu’il aille raconter ses histoires
4 d’autres...,” murmurera le lecteur en
remarquant la signature. Alors, en effet
qu’en sais-je?

Mon expérience se limite qu’aux
“démocratie”s du Koweit, de la Syrie et celle
du Canada. Chez le premier hdte qui regut
ma famille, le style assadien s’imposait. La
ol Assad, qui d’ailleurs adore les Arméniens
m’a-t-on dit, dictait, ma famille bénéficiait
d’une vie paisible, de style monarchique.
Chez le deuxiéme, ma famille était trés bien
regue mais figurait parmi les citoyens de
seconde classe, pour cause, sa religion. Alors
méme pas besoin de vous détailler Iextase
dont fit prise ma famille & leur arrivée chez
leur troisiéme hote, le Canada. Mais méme

JLECTIONS

durant cette vie simpliste et opportuniste, on
éprouvait toujours un manque. Un manque
qui régénérait de génération en génération.
Et ce fiit alors 4 moi de sofiler ma peine,
d’acquiescer cette faim. -En d’autres mots,
mettre & terme la souffrance de ma famille.
Alors j’ai visité I’ Arménie pour la premiére
fois en 1994 et une seconde en 1995 (pour
les détails voir Ardziv Spécial Arménie -vol.
IV no. 1-2- nov. 1994).

Durant ces courtes visites, je me suis
résolu de m’y installer une fois que j’ai acquis
un dipléme universitaire satisfaisant. (ici, le
lecteur pensera probablement que je ne fais
qu’enfiler des mots, sans y avoir songé, mais
qu’il soit averti, que cette décision fiit le fruit
de longues heures de débats avec soi-méme).
Et voila que presque deux ans filérent,
presqu’a la fin de mes études, je vois ce réve,
jadis irréalisable pour un bon nombre de la
génération de mes parents, se refermant en-
core une fois, mais cette fois devant moi. La
dictature levonienne installée d’ores et déja,
refait surface le 22 septembre, 1996.

Des élections manquées, une chance
et une occasion ratées et un pays retombé

Duand la dictature s’installe

aux l’incertitude.

Nous ne sommes pas 1a pour enfiler
des perles*, nous messieurs, qui font
semblant de diriger le pays. Nous avons une
chance, la Niéme, pour reconstruire notre
petite République. Ne la gachons pas,
comme nous faisons depuis cinq ans.

En fin de compte, ce sont nous, les
jeunes, qui écriront demain les livres
d’histoire. Et & vrai dire, vous ne faites
qu’ajouter des pages grises a notre fiere
histoire de Nation. C’est le temps qui en sera
le meilleur juge. Mais soyez avertis que nous
ne resterons plus tranquilles, a vous laisser
faire. Nous serons toujours présents, 12 ou
vous soyez, la ot I’un de vos représentants
diplomatiques se prononcera publiquement
et surtout 12 ot un de vos salariés ou envoyés
essayeront de compromettre la République
pour le bien de certains.

Soyez-en avertis, ¢’est tout. Nousn’en
pouvons plus!

*pour perdre du temps

Apo Niziblian

<5 editorial francais )
certes démontré la volonté, le désir d’un

1344 Ste-Catherine O.
Montréal
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éveil politique. Cependant, 1’effort déployé
fat-il suffisant? . . . Le peuple n’a-t-il pas
capitulé trop t6t? . . . Ne s’est-il pas td trop
rapidement en acceptant I’imposition
“stalinienne” de LTP? . . .

Un second regard nous démontre que,
hormis 1’appui de la communauté
internationale, le peuple arménien a encore
plusieurs étapes a franchir dans son
développement civil et politique.

¢35 english editorial .

theless shined from that dark day, that of politi-
cal awakening. Efforts towards democratic rule
and process have already begun and will further
persist. LTP, who barely mounted his presiden-
tial throne, will not even dare disregard or un-
derestimate the will of the people. Citizens of
Armenia will be closely following every move
the president makes. And LTP will be aware of
the people at every step of his rule. Although
not official, this is the beginning of the road to
democracy.

January 4, 1997 . ..

The Serbs continue the massive dem-
onstrations, which began more than a month ago,
to express their anger towards Slobodan
Milosevic, the Serbian president . They demand
recognition of the opposition’s victory in 14 mu-
nicipalities of the November 7 1996 municipal
elections.

After more than a month of ongoing
demonstrations, and pressured by the interna-
tional community and particularly by the United-
States, the president finally proposed some con-
cessions. Meanwhile, the demonstrators stead-
fast, pursue their peaceful demonstrations.

Indeed, the events which took place
in Armenia during September 1996 can be per-
ceived as a sign of civil and political awaken-
ing. However, could the Armenians have done
more? . .. Would persistence have been the key
to success? . . . Did they fall too soon in LTP’s
“stalinian” trap?

In retrospect, it seems that Armenia is
merely at the preliminary phase of its civil and
political awakening.



As an Armenian born and living in the
Diaspora, who enjoys the freedom and lib-
erty of a democratic process it is virtually
impossible to imagine our homeland on the
Path of totalitarian rule. Yet, unfortunately
this is the current situation in Armenia.

On October 3, 1996, Canadian parlia-
mentarian Sarkis Assadourian (MP Don Val-
ley North) asked Canadian Foreign Affairs
Minister Lloyd Axworthy the following
question: “The final post election statement
on recent Armenian presidential elections
concluded that very serious breaches in the
election laws took place, affecting the out-
come. Over 250 opposition members, includ-
ing eight members of parliament, have been
arrested. Can the minister assure this house
that the government will review its policy
toward Armenia to guarantee the protection
of the democratic process and the physical
rights of Armenian citizens?”

After Mr. Axworthy thanked Mr.
Assadourian for bringing the issue to the
house’s attention, he stated that Canada was
one of the few countries that sent observers
to Armenia as part of the OSCE team. He
also stated that the foreign ministry conveyed
directly to the ambassador their concern
about the breaches of rights and, finally, as-
sured the honorable members of the House
that the government will take all the actions
necessary to make sure that democracy is
respected in Armenia.

What seemed to be a regular question/
answer session in the house, erupted as a
major issue in the community: certain repre-
sentatives of the community who considered
Mr. Assadourian’s actions unfit, wrote let-
ters to the prime minister, to Mr. Axworthy,

and to Mr. Assadourian himself condemn-
ing his actions. This letter, signed “Coalition
of Canadian Armenian Organization in Que-
bec,” states: “Under the rule of president
Levon Ter-Petrossian, Armenia is certain to
follow the path of further democratization
and privatization values we so cherish as Ca-

nadians”.

As Iremember correctly,
the OSCE/ODIHR final report
concluded that “very serious
breaches in the election law
took place during the vote tabu-
lation process, the verification
process and the aggregation of
results, causing concern for the
overall integrity of the election
process.”

As for Mr. Assadourian’s
question, I strongly believe it is
his parliamentary duty, not to
mention his moral responsibil-
ity as a Canadian Armenian, to
ask such a question. In Parlia-
ment, Mr. Assadourian, when
asking his question to Mr.
Axworthy, was not speaking as
a leader of the Armenian Com-
munity but as an MP, con-
cerned with the deaths and ar-
rests in Armenia.

Also I'would think that as
Canadians who had sent ob-
servers to Armenia, it is our re-
sponsibility to follow the Ar-
menian elections in order to
take part and instill democracy
in this newly formed republic.

I would like to congratu-

late Mr. Assadourian on this issue. I believe
it is with individuals like Mr. Assadourian
that Armenia could foster a democratic tra-
dition like Canada.

Yatche Manoug

Canadian Paralamentarian Sarkis

Assadourian (MP Don Valley North)
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AhUg ywphlbtp wpnku Jtp
tgphl dptiyhup’ hppbe wlljwh
hwUpwuwbypniphil: Prpwpwlchep
Unpwllwh wbypniphtl 4’ wlylh
ndnLwp  hwlgpaiwllbpk, uwlwjl wlyk
byp YnL qul nipwpu optipp. huly Jtp
wwpwgwjhl . . .

Spypnpn wllwhnipbwl
hhugtpnpn wdtwyh polwlwl nipwu
otipnili yniquihtip, Yp wwyppwuginithlp
Jtp &ppnpn pUyppniphilltpnll
(Upywhip Ubpwnbw):

Uwluwju, Lwhpluyppwluwl opewlh
hpwnwpéniehdiltipp  Jypwhngbyniyhe
tpbinje Jp hwlnphuwywl: Ndwlp
UnjUhuy punnhdniptwl Jhwybw
pbilUwbsniny Jwulwlyhp
Jtylwpwltyhl hpptr Ywlpinpng
wuwpyniebll dbppwywginitne thnpé:

Uwuwjl, Ujwyph ndublwiny
JhUke opu ybulnuwt  pwnuwpwlwl
gnpsplUpwyp. Jtp hwyptlhph

QL.ur\_L.uELquuh Ybwlpktl ULpu npnp

tbhnpdwnniphil ntbbiynn  wju
yniuwlyniphtllbpndu npngnudp’
Jhwybwy pbiUwbsniny
pUgipniphlUbpnt Jwulwlybine,

ppwdwpwlwlwl Yp hwdwpnih:

Utylbiny “Lwhyhl. thnpdwnnipbUt,
wlnlp wpntl hpbly Jupuhniphiup
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Dunnhdnystiwy Uhwuuwluy phiyuwsnt dwyqty Uwuniibwy

YnpulUynryws EhU Jtp
hwUupwuwbypnipbwl
«dnnnypnwwpnipbwl>
Yypwy' nep junwyduwpnpbwl
pninp  Jhenylbpp G
1swyltpp h uywu npnLws
tU hnppwdwuliniptiwl Jp,
hptly
Jhowuwpllwlinhl tbppwp:

Cuppwuywjpwph
uyhypp, ARG Awjwuypwlh
puytpltpp. hptiuy
npnonudng  wlwlluuwih
pphU hatuwlwinpltipp, tpp
phUwsne Lkplwjwyniyhl

npnt owhbpp

puy. “dwhwl
Sndhwllhubwlp: Cuyp
hush, wju npngnudh

npnwwwpndwnl Ep’ o Jby
ynnutl A.&.N.-h nkd
nuqnLwd  wuwjpwphl  Jke,
hophRhwlunuiptbwl
hwwdnnnypnwiwnp
gnpsniutiniphdup Japluiylty,
huy Jhiu Ynndt’ yniywpbipty
A.S.Y-p wldbpwuywh
Juypwhnuepholp,
wlUwpnwnponptl
pwlUypwplynews hp plytplbtpnil
huwlnkuy:

huy n®p b pofuwlniephdup wyu
opbpniolu.
wpnbo®ep
h w d w p
gniihuwjhl
huduwduwiuntyetuu
Jp btygblil E
n P
dnnndnipnphl
fuhndl nL
Juypwhniphilp
2whh, plg np
Jwulwéth
phuwybp Jdpl
E. uwd’
Jhouwygwjpl

Jwnpytbtnp
wuwywhndbny,

Cunpurywjpupp uypypp. A.3-1. poluwsn

Luly. dwhwu SnyfAwuuhubwy

Yp owlwj Jtp hwyptUhphlt Jhuwyl
Lbpywl dnhwylbt|, npwkuyh hp
hohwluniptiwl YEwlpp Spyuwpk . ..

Swdtlbwjnbyu, pUyppnphlllbpp
Yujwywl, ni pninpu wp wwlwgbu
bnwlp wjl hpwlwlnipbwlp,  npndl
Jwuhl nwolwlywywl Jwdnip wpntl
YwlnpwnwnUwp, Gt npne hwdwp wy
AST-U Y wjyywlnckp
puwnwpwagbpltipnes Ynndt: Pppbe wpnhdup
nllbywlp prlh nudny Lwhwguhnipbuwl
wuwoyolp gpwitws wld Jdp, hp anipop
niublwiny thwngh ughiwpniutinne funwdp
Jp:

«Unpopbiw)

h Jtpeny Yp jnruwd np Jbp
dnnnynipnh  uwjpwpws  wnwglnpnltipp
Japwayplbl énnndnipnh pwhbipnds qpuaing
ninhl. nputuyh Jope quplt wyu Ynpswlinudh
junuigplipuyn. wiww pk ng pwig neg whih
puwy npbck uppwgpnuehct Yuguipbyne ...

Cuilp Jwdynituils



D’aprés les chiffres officiels, Lévon Ter
Pétrossian n’échappe a un deuxiéme tour
qu’avec moins de 2% des voix (soit quelques
20 000 votes sur 1 250 000 suffrages
exprimés). Dans des pays réellement
démocratiques - ou on voit souvent des
victoires encore plus courtes - personne
n’aurait pu contester sa réélection. Dans le
cas de I’Arménie, et compte tenu des
événements des derniers jours, on ne peut
qu’en douter.

En effet, il apparait clairement
maintenant que le véritable enjeu de ces
élections était, pour le pouvair,
d’éviter un ballottage. Car, étant donné
la dynamique créée par le candidat
unique de ’opposition, que les
autorités avaient pressentie dés avant
méme le scrutin, un deuxieme tour
aurait été fatal pour Lévon Ter
Pétrossian. Il fallait donc faire quelque
chose -et vite- pour empécher cette
éventualité.

Ce fut un jeu d’enfant pour un
pouvoir qui avait déja démontré, a
maintes reprises et notamment dans le
cas de laFRA Dachnaktsoutioun, qu’il
maitrisait parfaitement les grosses
ficelles de ’¢re soviétique.

Le piége tendu a I’opposition
fonctionna parfaitement et la situation tourna
a ’avantage du pouvoir, qui en profita
immédiatement pour faire diversion et ac-
cuser I’opposition de tentative de “coup
d’Etat fasciste”. Pas moins! Et comme on
pouvait s’y attendre, les chancelleries
occidentales (dont le Quai d’Orsay) volérent
au secours des autorités en place en
dénoncant les violences. Qubliées du méme
coup les élémentaires revendications de
I’opposition demandant un minimum de droit
de parole a la télévision -ne serait-ce que pour
remercier ses électeurs-, et le recomptage des
votes de quelque 30% des bureaux ou elle
n’avait pu envoyer de représentants... faute
de moyens! L’armée ayant bouclé la capitale,
largement favorable a Vasken Manoukian,
et ’opposition étant muselée, il ne restait plus
que de proclamer tranquillement la réélection
de Lévon Ter Pétrossian. Ce qui fut fait
dimanche le 29 septembre.

Affabulation? Il suffit de lire les
déclarations post-électorales du ministre de

la défense, Vasken Sarkissian, pour ne plus
avoir le moindre doute sur la réalité de ce
scénario classique. “Méme si on avait trouvé
que Manoukian avait obtenu 100% des voix,
les ministéres de la Défense, de I’Intérieur et
de la Sécurité resteraient fidéles au président
Ter Pétrossian” (Le Figaro du 28-29
septembre). Et les justifications avancées par
le principal conseiller du président, Jirair
Libaridian, pourtant un citoyen américain qui
doit connaitre mieux que quiconque parmi
ses collegues du pouvoir le vrai
fonctionnement de la démocratie en Occi-

dent, ne font que sourire lorsqu’il déclare au
méme correspondant du Figaro (28/29
septembre): “Mais qu’aurait fait votre
président si la foule avait envahi I’ Assemblée
nationale et si M.Seguin avait été passé a
tabac? Bien siir qu’il aurait envoyé les chars.
Je crois méme qu’il aurait fait tirer sur la
foule. Vous sous-estimez ce qui s’est passé:
c’est une tentative de putsch fasciste, pas un
probléme politique. Il a fallu des mesures
appropriées.”

A qui peut-il faire croire qu’une foule
jusque-la parfaitement pacifique et
comprenant des milliers d’enfants (dont ceux
de Vasken Manoukian lui-méme) avait
I’intention de fomenter un coup d’Etat?
L’opposition est certes encore trés naive,
mais pas au point d’aller a la révolution avec
femmes, enfants, vieillards et... les mains
nues. Si telle avait été véritablement son in-
tention, elle aurait au moins choisi une cible
un peu mieux appropriée a ce genre
d’opération, comme par exemple le palais

présidentiel ou la télévision, au lieu d’envahir
le siege de la pauvre Commission électorale,
par hasard ou opportunément située dans les
locaux du Parlement... ,

Aussi condamnables que soient les vio-

lences -et Vasken Manoukian les a

condamnées sans embages-, il ne faudrait
tout de méme pas que I’arbre cache la forét.
C’est sur un champ de ruines
démocratiques que tréne aujourd’hui le
président (mal) réélu. L’opposition est
décapitée, des centaines de ses dirigeants sont
sous les verrous, son chef est obligé de se
cacher. Et la FRA Dachnaktsoutioun
reste toujours interdite. A la crise
économique et sociale qui sévit dans le
pays depuis plus de cinq ans, s’ajoute
désormais une grave crise politique dont
les conséquences sont imprévisibles.

Le véritable probléme qui se pose
aujourd’hui a I’ Arménie est le sort de la
démocratie. Peut-on encore faire
confiance au pouvoir en place pour re-
dresser la barre et instaurer une véritable
démocratie, sans laquelle il n’est point
de stabilité politique et de progrés
€conomique?

Compte tenu de ce qui vient de se passer
et du déchainement des médias officiels
-largement dominés par le pouvoir- il est
permis d’en douter. Surtout que Lévon Ter
Pétrossian, au lieu de se réjouir d’avoir enfin,
face a lui, une opposition unie sous la direc-
tion de son ancien camarade de combat,
Vasken Manoukian, tente 4 nouveau de la
diviser et n’hésite pas a traiter son chef de
”malade mental”...

Les chancelleries occidentales, qui ont
été si promptes a condamner les violences -
sommes toutes isolées et d’évidence
manipulées- sauront-elles dénoncer avec la
méme véhémence les grossiéres atteintes aux
libertés, aux droits de 'homme et a la
démocratie auxquelles nous assistons?

Les centaines de milliers de citoyens
frangais d’origine arménienne ne
comprendront pas plus longtemps le silence
de leur gouvernement, dont le ministre des
Affaires étrangéres s’appréte a visiter
P’ Arménie.

Dicran Shirvanian

Source: “GAMEK”
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1994 Yayqbdpbphl, Gpp Auwjuau-
qwlh hofuwlinLphdultpp Yuubynwyhl
Aw) Stnuihnuwyul “rwoluwyyni-
pbwl q,npanhtnL[athD F\uJJLuuLpLu'thh
Ubpu, Yupupbny ypwwpypniphciltp

qwd Jp Gy, unjl pwthny LEwnl &L hp
hpgnchiwutpp Yp huqwstl Jtp
nuolwlywlwl plytpltipp, ypuup-
qbind wliny hpp jtnwegpencd fu-
qwnnnltip, ghyplwing pt ek Mwie-

L. dbippwi- Twly-
Yuinedutip ynt-
et «Pwyg wihunu np Gwjuwqui- - epeve
HLUL{LUIJ ’ nLyk
eme.  RAp, hpp prlwybn Yniyk  win
pnLl huwl- Swdpny
AEw, Guin- Ywnwdwpli tpyhpp...» hofuw-
stu ho- Unt-
pMwlne- pbwl

phiultipp Ynuythl wundt) Truaglwly-
yniphilp, ne pE hpp po funnjgh
yud pUptiyniyhubpne hwpynd, wyr’
quppbp wuwpdwnny:

Lwhwquhp, hupl wlgw,
wlninnuyh adbind wuwpdwnuwpwlws
E pt AS (& nuqwd gnpswyyhr hp
hofuwlniptiwl  htyp: Huywbu ghypkp,
Awslwlyynipbiul uyypniuglbpniu ntJ
£ wyu JByp, Ljwph wnlbnd np, A=
h Lwuwgpuyl E hhdub| wywyp, wl-
Y Auwjuugnuwl, pljbpduwpwlyuil b
d‘nr]_m.[pLur}.LuL{LupLuL{Luh hhupbpne ypuly,
huy dnnnynipnhl qwinyd hp nupbpne
tpwyws Gpyhpp, nup Yo gqplinth fiou-
ph, gnpsh b wppujugpnibne wyu-
qunLphils Upntl hul, wyu painphu -
jniphilp hulwwbu juyqlh £ Aujwu-
qpwlh Jke:

opp dnnndnipnp hp wuypws dep-
ohu hhug L{u.uhphban Juiy qbéwqth
abppwywqnth nuyby, ghyplwing ho-
fuwhnqahtllhbpnd.l (qnLwd pnnp funu-
qnudutpniu wUhpweniphilp, nLyby
wyn Utyp wppuyguyqb dnanyprwdun
atiny, wopuwphp L{_LupJLuglJtanLl_ pL huy
dnnnydnLpnp wjupwl und dwdwliuwi-
yuwuhenyh Up pupwyphl Yplwp quip-
gulwy bu dnnnypnuwydun ujypnilp-
Ubpne Ypwy hhdubp hp Yuwnwyuwpni-
philup: Fuly wihunu np Lwpiwguwhp,
hpp prlwwty Yok unwdwpby
bpyhpps Unjuh’uy hp plyppocphiup: WU-
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hwulhp pwnly  uwyn nnhU ogypui-
gnpsws Ypluwp:
Fuwyy Awolwlyniphdup  Jhowy

wnuwghl htpphl YUp Jypuw sk huwLw-
pwuilinipbwl b huy dnnnynipnh ow-
htpntu Jwuhl, npnyhbipbc “wigliwly-
yniphiup 8undun wnwd £ Jap dnnn-
JnLpnh ypupwd nwpbpnt unwuyuil-
ptu &L Shon wyu wuwypswnny knp Yyp
hwlunnipdt wju wlhhdu Jbnuinpulp-
Ubpp, Jnruwny np dnnndnipnp op Up
whiph quguik prlwwlig hgfuwline
phlulbpp b SUndun quw) wnnng Ruw-
juuquwlh  Jdp, nep dnnndnipnp  hlp
puwy hp Swlwipuighpp npnannp:

OUuy. PLynp

ARMEN

September 22 , 1996, was the day of
Armenia’s second election since its
independance in 1991. This election was
supposed to prove to the world that Arme-
nia could hold up as an independant demo-
cratic country. Unfortunately, the outcome
showed otherwise. What was supposed to
be a fair election turned out to be overrun by
fraud and corruption.

Democracy should not be applauded
and preached solely for personal gain. Itis
sad to say that to this day people are still
putting themselves before the idea of com-
mon good.

During the first election in Armenia,
current president, Levon Ter-Petrossian was
the one fighting for a sense of Democracy
against the crumbling communist regime.

This time around when the president’s title
was at stake, Mr, Ter-Petrossian not only
turned against his people but he turned
against the democratic way of doing things
in the twentieth century. Where have you
seen democracy ambushed and threatened by
the people who are suppose to be enforcing
it? Tragically this is the case in Armenia.
Roughly 125,000 Armenian citizens
marched the streets of Yerevan to protect
their rights and to have their voices heard.
Sadly they were confronted by Tanks and
rows of soldiers that were put there by the
president to surpress the citizens’ strong will
and faith to restore democracy once again.

From the Vozni newspaper of the
ARFYOC 96 Fall seminar



September 22

The Republic of Armenia held presidential
elections. According to the official results,
President Levon Ter-Petrossian was re-
elected with 51.7 per cent of the vote. Oppo-
sition parties mounted effective campaigns
as well, with the leading opposition figure,
Vazgen Manukyan, capturing 41 percent of
the vote.

October 18

Three candidates have been nominated by
citizen petition for the Nagorno-Karabakh
Republic presidential elections which will be
held on November 24: MP Boris Arushayan,
President Robert Kocharian, and Communist
Party Committee Chairman Hrant
Melkumyan.

October 22

The “Capital,” the first investment fund in
Armenia, has started to issue its stocks. The
stocks can be acquired by the end of this year.
The initial capital of the fund is the equiva-
lent of 20 thousand US dollars in Armenia
drams (1USD=415 drams). The fund will
issue 100 thousand shares with the nominal
value of 1000 drams per share. About 80%
of the shares will be sold for privatization
certificates, and the rest for money. Each
privatization certificate will buy 20 stocks.
The “Capital” has 5 founding members:
“Credit-Yerevan” bank, 2 private individu-
als, and 2 Italian financial organizations.

October 24

According to the Board of Denationalization
of the Republic of Armenia, 658 large enter-
prises have been privatized in the Republic
of Armenia as of October 21, 1996. 235 en-
terprises are in the process of privatization.
3554 small enterprises have been privatized
since 1994 out of the total of 4486 enterprises
subject to privatization in accordance with
the government decision. The total amount
of money paid for the privatizes enterprise
is 35,101,241,200 drams (1USD=415
drams).

October 26

The Government of the Republic discussed
the draft of the 1997 state budget. By No-
vember 1, the draft will be presented to the
National Assembly for passage. According
to the draft, the budget income in 1997 will

JEWS FLASH

be 131.3 billion drams (1USD=415 drams).
52.2 billion drams will be allocated for sci-
ence will increase by 36%. The salary fund
(money used for paying salaries) will in-
crease by 32%, which will permit to raise
salaries by 20% as of January 1997. The draft
also plans to increase the capital investments
by 40%.

November 4

Armenian Prime Minister Hrant Bagratian
resigned from his post and was replaced by
the Armenian Ambassador to the United
Kingdom, Armen Sarkissian. The outgoing
prime minister was initially appointed in
February 1993 and had previously held posts
of deputy prime minister and economics min-
1ster.

November 8

President Levon Ter Petrossian announced
the final changes in the new governmental
structure. The powerful interior and national
security ministries are consolidated into one
power ministry, to be headed by security
minister Serge Sarkisian. Three newcomers
enter the cabinet: the former Ambassador to
the United Nations, Alexander Arzoumanian,
is appointed foreign minister, former com-
munist party leader Vladimir Movsisian is

named minister of agriculture, and former
communist youth official Hranush Hakobian
becomes social welfare minister.

November 10

Armenian President Levon Ter Petrossian
was formally inaugurated and his newly re-
constituted government was officially in-
stalled. The ceremony proceeded, marking
the start of the president’s second five-year
term, despite the pending Constitutional
Court’s review of the opposition’s appeal
claiming fraud in the presidential election.
Of the country’s main opposition parties,
nearly all of whose activities are restricted
or banned, the Communist Party was the only
one in attendance.

November 22

The Armenian Constitutional Court formally
rejected the opposition’s appeal alleging
voting fraud in the presidential election and
certified the election’s result as valid and
binding. The Court decision, effective im-
mediately, was final and without any avenue
for appeal. The country’s opposition politi-
cal parties responded with a uniform con-
demnation stressing that they have followed
the legal avenues available for contesting the
election and asserting that the court’s ver-
dict in no way legitimizes the election.

November 24

Almost 50% of eligible voters took part in
presidential elections in Nagorno-Karbakh.
Participation of one fourth of Karabakh eli-
gible voters was necessary to make the elec-
tion results valid.

November 24

Large-scale protests, which started in Baku
against the presidential elections in Nagorno-
Karabakh, continued throughout Azerbaijan,
including border regions. Those driven out
by force from populated localities of
Nagorno-Karabakh protested against being
denied the right to vote. The refugees amount
to one third of the former Karabakh popula-
tion.

November 25

Robert Kocharyan, who, two years ago was

elected president of the Nagorno-Karabakh

Republic, won a new, five-year mandate with
=24
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Dans les Etats de droit, ¢’est-a-dire
desEtats fondés sur la constitutionnalisation de
la séparation des pouvoirs et ou |’autorité des
chefs doit étre conforme & la légalité et leur
1égitimité émaner du peuple qui détient la
souveraineté, nous pouvons retrouver plusieurs
types d’aménagements qui forment le pouvoir
d’Etat. Nous définissons un régime politique
comme étant la maniére précise dont les
fonctions étatiques (le 1égislatif, éxéeutif et le
judiciare) sont partagees entre les diverses insti-
tutions. Nous verrons donc dans ce texte qu’il
existe dans les Ftats démocratiques 3 types de
régime politique possible qui sont le régime
parlementaire, le régime présidentiel et, enfin,
le régime semi-présidentiel.

Compte tenu du fait que dans ces
trois types de régime politique on reconnait au
pouvoir judiciaire son indépendance par rapport
aux autres pouvoirs de I’Etat, ce sont donc avant
tout les compétences accordées au pouvoir
1égislatif etau pouvoir éxécutif et, notamment,
’aménagement des relations entre ces deux
pouvoirs qui caractérisent les trois grands types
de régime que nous distinguons. Le critére de
distinction devient donc I’intensité variable de
la séparation des pouvoirs que nous résumons
ainsi: 1) Une séparation souple correspond au
régime parlementaire (ex.: le Canada); 2) Une
séparation rigide des pouvoirs correspond au
régime présidentiel (ex.: les Etats-Unis); 3) Une
séparation mi-souple correspond au régime
semi-présidentiel (ex.: la France). Examinons &
présent chacun de ces types de régime politique.

Le régime parlementaire

Le régime parlementaire corre-
spond au type de régime qui prévaut notamment
au Canada, en Grande-Bretagne, en Inde, en
Espagne, en Allemagne, en Italie, au Japon et
en Israél. Pouquoi dit-on qu’il existe une
séparation souple entre les pouvoirs? Car la
séparation est mince entre les pouvoirs et les
moyens d’interventions réciproques. L’exécutif
est 4 caractére bicéphale ou on retrouve les 2
instances suivantes: 1) Le Chef d’Etat,
monarque ou Président, qui ne fait qu’agréer et
signer les décisions prises par le Premier ministre
et son Conseil des ministres. Le r6le du Chef
d’Etat est plutdt symbolique (ex.: la Reine Eliza-
beth en Grande-Bretagne); 2) Un Conseil des
ministres sous la direction d’un Premier ministre.
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Cest cette instance quia le pouvoir exécutif réel
et qui forme le gouvernement et administre
IEtat. Le législatif correspond & un Parlement
et son role est d’établir les lois et les normes
pour le bien de la société. Le pouvoir législatif
peut étre monocaméral (qui correspond & une
seule Chambre élue directement) ou encore
bicamérale (dont les membres sont élus par le
gouvernement). Dans le régime parlementaire,
les électeurs élisent une seule fois et en méme
temps pour le choix de I’exécutif et,
indirectement, du législatif.

Comment les pouvoirs exécutif et
16gislatif sont donc reliés? L’exécutif participe
au pouvoir [égislatif par son droit d’initiative sur
les propositions de lois au Parlement et par ses
interventions dans les débats. Le pouvoir
exécutif a le pouvoir de dissoudre la ou les
Chambres et de déclarer de nouvelles élections.
Par contre, le législatif peut aussi mettre & pied
le gouvernementsi la majorité du Parlement vote
pour la non-confiance du gouvernement. De
plus, il participe a I’exécution par le controle
budgétaire et 4 la gestion de I’exécutif au cours
de la période de questions au Parlement et par le
travail des députés dans les différentes commis-
sions parlementaires qui regroupent des
membres de tous les partis. Toutefois, dans la
tendance actuelle du régime parlementaire,
PPexécutif est en train de nettement prendre le
dessus sur le 1égislatif et le pouvoir de I’exécutif
se trouve renforcé si le méme parti politique
détient la majorité du ou des Chambres.

Le régime présidentiel

Le régime présidentiel correspond
au modéle américain. C’est aussi le type de
régime qui prévaut en Russie, au Brésil, au Chili
eten Afrique du Sud. Ily aune séparation rigide
des pouvoirs qui se traduit par une autonomie
en principe stricte, entre le législatif et I'exécutif.
L’exécutif est de caractére monocéphale ou le
Président est 2 la fois le Chef de I'Etat et du
gouvernement. Ainsi, il a la liberté de nommer
et de révoquer ses collaborateurs (secrétaires
d’Etat) qui ne doivent rendre compte qu’a lui et
non au Parlement comme dans le régime
parlementaire. Les collaborateurs du Président
ne font toutefois pas partie de I'exécutif; le
Président seul est I’exécutif, Le pouvoir législatif
(Congres) est indépendant du Président et
posséde une autonomie compléte pour légiférer

les lois. Il peut étre 4 caractére monocaméral ou
bicaméral comme aux Etats-Unis (le Congres
et le Sénat).

Meéme si, en principe, la base du
régime présidentiel demeure la séparation rigide
des pouvoirs, dans la pratique réelle chaque
organe peut influencer I'autre. L’influence du
Président est énormément accrue lorsque la
majorité de la Chambre ou des Chambres
regroupe des élus du méme parti. Dans ce cas,
le Président devient donc & l’origine d’un grand
nombre de législations. Notons que cela n’est
toutefois pas le cas aux Etats-Unis depuis
arrivée du Président Clinton. De son coté, le
législatif peut profondément remettre en ques-
tion le Président en profitant du fait que ce
dernier n’est pas présent et n’a pas droit de pa-
role au Congrés, contrairement au régime
parlementaire ou Iexécutif fait aussi partie du
Parlement. De plus, des pressions peuvent étre
exercées sur les conseillers du Président afin de
Iinfluencer dans ses décisions. Enfin, méme si
Je Président posséde un droit de veto sur les -
projets de loi votés par les deux Chambres, son
droit de veto peut étre renversé par un vote des
2/3 dans chacune des Chambres.

Reste que dans le régime
présidentiel la séparation des pouvoirs demeure
rigide car il ne peut y avoir renversement du
gouvernement ni dissolution de ou des
Chambres et qu’une fois élu, chaque organe est
assuré de demeurer au pouvoir pour le mandat
prévu. Chaque organe est libre dans sa spheére et
bénéficie de la légitimité de I’élection.

Le régime semi-présidentiel

Les exemples du régime semi-
présidentiel sont trés rares. La France actuelle
en est le représentant parfait. Notons aussi que
I’ Autriche, la Finlande et 'Irlande ont plus ou
moins ce genre de régime politique. Le pouvoir
exécutif est bicéphal ot on retrouve: 1) Un Chef
d’Etat (le Président), doté de pouvoirs réels et
de pouvoirs qui exigent le contreseing (le soutien
du reste de ’exécutif). Le Chef d’Etat préside le
Conseil des ministres; 2) Un Conseil des
ministres sous la direction d’un Premier ministre.
Une collaboration entre le Chef d’Etatet le Pre-
mier ministre est obligatoire compte tenu du fait
que le Chef d’Ftat posséde des pouvoirs concrets
et ce, méme s"ils peuvent étre de partis poltiques
différents.
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The Social Policies of th
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First Armenian Republic

The social policies of the First Repub-
lic can be split into four distinct portions, all
of which were governed by the Ministry of
Welfare and Labor (this was later split into
two separate ministries):

a) Labor laws and regulations

b) Refugees, Repatriation and Orphans

¢) Assistance for the poor

d) Education (governed by a separate Min-
istry of Education from 1919 onwards)

a) Armenia adopted a system of laws
designed to end the exploitation of
labor that had occurred under the
Russian Imperial government. A
set of labor laws was implemented
that closely mirrors those that are
enjoyed in most parts of the indus-~
trialized world. The work day was
legislated to be eight hours, child
labor was banned, dismissal re-
quired either cause or two weeks
notice and a hearing before the
board of conciliation. Labor was
given the right to organize and
strike, and some two thirds of the
industrial work force was in labor unions,
with only home workers not included. As
well, minimum wage legislation was in-
troduced which set the minimum at 2000
rubles per month. However, a mandatory
pace scale was also put in place with set
wage increments and the maximum wage
of 8150 rubles per month. Violations of
the labor code were punishable by up to
six months imprisonment, however no
one was ever convicted of labor offense
and widespread unemployment led to
many abuses of laborers. ’

b) The Armenian government had to deal
with some 360 000 refugees from West-
ern Armenia and various Muslim con-
trolled districts in the region. These refu-
gees were given some 35 000 tons of food
monthly by the Ministry, as well as cloth-
ing and housing. However, the influx
proved to be too much for the Ministry
to handle a loan and many of the refu-

c)

gees were transferred to the care of for-
eign aid agencies. Refugees were often
housed in old military barracks and
camps since the armistice that ended the
war called for repatriation of all refugees,
and the general belief until late 1919 was
that this would occur without delay. The
Ministry also cared for 40 000 orphans
in state run orphanages, pediatric hospi-
tals and through foreign relief organiza-
tions. The scouting movement was intro-
duced to these orphanages (which also

cared for Yezidi and Kurdish orphans).
These orphans were provided with vo-
cational and agricultural training, to aid
them in becoming useful citizens. How-
ever, the orphanages were not well run
compared to the remainder of the
Ministry’s operations and many orphans
lacked proper linens, clothing and medi-
cation.

The Ministry attempted to assist the poor
through two major measures. The first
was the free provision of food and medi-
cation to alleviate the famine and epi-
demic conditions which were ravaging
the country. The second was the use of
Ministry run public works projects and
workshops. The poor were expected to
find employment in these enterprises,
thus simultaneously earning money for
themselves and helping the state grow.
Additionally, peasants and low wage
earners were allowed to purchase goods

at discounted prices from government
outlets. Here the Ministry was most suc-
cessful and by November of 1919 it
halved the relief roles and was consider-
ing rules to limit the numbers even fur-
ther since many more employment op-
portunities had become available in fac-
tories and distillery.
d) The Ministry of National Education and
Culture ran 1420 elementary schools with
38 000 students and 1000 teachers, as
well as 22 secondary schools with 5162
students and 283 teachers, a number
of Muslim, Russian and Greek
schools also fell under the Ministry’s
supervision. In October 1919 the gov-
ernment began a campaign to teach
the adult population how to read,
since three quarters were illiterate. In
December 1919 Armenian was pro-
claimed the official language of the
government, however most docu-
ments were written in both Russian
and Armenian. The Ministry planned
to open 900 additional schools and a
number of libraries, but the plan was
not realized before the collapse of the
Republic.

Overall, the first Republic’s social policy
seems to have been a progressive one, spe-
cially when compared with the policy of
other nations in the region. However, a lack
of funds, the constant threat of invasion and
the need to rebuild prevented the Republic
from truly implementing many of the most
important policies. That the government
managed to prevent the widespread starva-
tion and epidemic of the winter of 1918-1919
from being repeated was one of the greatest
achievements. The government of Armenia
faced the tough times and widespread ruin,
managed to set the state along the path to
recovery, and in 1920 it seemed as if recov-
ery could be achieved within five to ten years.
Unfortunately, the fall of the Republic pre-
vents us from ever knowing if that recovery
would have been achieved.

Shahen Mirakian
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Waiting for a re
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empbrance.-

Armenians guestion fate of monument

The ground was hard and cold that day
in April 1995. Even so, Pierre Bourque
seemed to have no trouble shoveling the earth
in north-end Marcelin Wilson Park, near the
corner of Henri Bourassa and L’Acadie
Blvds. The mayor was there to inaugurate
work on a new monument for all victims of
genocide. An innocent enough project, you
might think.

You’d be wrong. Since the sod was
turned 18 months ago, the monument has re-
mained unbuilt. And its chief proponents -
the more than 20,000 people of Armenian
origin in greater Montreal - are growing an-
gry.

“The mayor made a
promise,” said Toros
Dimitian, president of the
Armenijan National Com-
mittee in Montreal. “For
him to be reneging on that
promise, we find it abhor-
rent.”

In an open letter to
the mayor, made public
this week, the committee
charges that “in December, you abruptly
decided to put the entire project on hold, cit-
ing external pressures on your administra-
tion.”

“As the second anniversary of your
election approaches, we remind you of your
unfulfilled promise. . . . The entire Arme-
nian community is watching.”

Those external pressures came from
several quarters. According to local Arme-
nian leaders, Bourque told them that
Turkey’s ambassador and local consul-gen-
eral had visited him to complain about the
monument.

In a May interview with the Armenian-
Canadian newspaper Horizon, Turkish Am-
bassador Omar Ersun confirmed that he had
spoken to Bourque: “I am in no position to
interfere with any decision, butI am entitled
to say to any Canadian official that such a
move will indeed be harmful. . . . It will af-
fect the relations with Canada and Quebec,
it’s for sure.”

In March, the mayor also spoke of
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By Mark Abley

The Gazette, October 24, 1996, page 1&2

pressure from Pierre Pettigrew, a newly ap-
pointed federal cabinet minister. Pettigrew
denied asking Bourque to scrap the project,
though he admitted telling the mayor that
Ottawa prefers the phrase “tragic events of
1915” rather than “genocide.” Foreign Af-
fairs Department spokesman Rodney Moore
said Canada now speaks of “the Armenian
tragedy.”

The wording is all-important. For
much of the problem lies in the vexed word
“genocide” and in the still-controversial fate
of Armenians who lived under the Ottoman
Empire during and immediately after World
War L.

T 0
most Armenians, the deporta-
tion and slaughter of their
people (up to 1.5 million, by
some estimates) is a clear case
of genocide. In their authorita-
tive book, The History and So-
ciology of Genocide, Concordia
University professors Frank
Chalk and Kurt Jonassohn sup-
ported the Armenians’ case.
Documents recently unearthed in German
archives point to the same conclusion.

One independent observer, the U.S.
ambassador to the Ottoman Empire, Henry
Morgenthau, wrote: “I am confident that the
whole history of the human race contains no
such horrible episode as this. The great mas-
sacres and persecutions of the past seem al-
most insignificant when compared to the
sufferings of the Armenian race in 1915.”

But the government of Turkey vigor-
ously disputes that any genocide occurred.
It refuses to accept that Turkey is in any way
responsible for the Armenian deaths.
Whereas in postwar Germany it is an offence
to deny the Jewish Holocaust, in modern Tur-
key it remains dangerous to promulgate the
Armenians’ version of events.

“That’s why it remains an issue for us,”
Dimitian explained. “Because the Turkish
government still denies that a genocide took
place, it’s important that we don’t forget it.”

The proposed monument in Montreal
would not be for Armenians alone. But they

had already raised the money for the project
- more than $100,000.

It was to include an inscription in the

name of Montreal’s Armenian community
(the largest in Canada). The words were to
read:
“0On the occasion of the 80th anniversary
of the Armenian genocide of 1915 in which
1.5 million Armenians were victims, we
dedicate this monument to all the martyrs
of genocides.”

Exactly two years have now passed
since the city of Montreal agreed to put up
such a memorial. Bourque inherited the dos-
sier from his predecessor, Jean Dore. In re-
cent months, as the mayor has refused com-
ment on the issue, opposition councilors have
begun to attack him for it.

On a CJAD phone-in show, Sam
Boskey described the monument as “an ex-
ample of a flagrant broken promise that the
mayor made,” and Helen Fotopulos added
that “Mayor Bourque has got himself into a
situation he can’t handle.” Anie Samson, a
councilor with the mayor’s party, Vision
Montreal, could only respond: “Ireally don’t
know what happened with that dossier.”

Her confusion is understandable. On
May 13, Bourque had written to Stepan
Tchakmadjian (then president of the Montreal
chapter of the Armenian National Commit-
tee), saying: “I can assure you that this dos-
sier is evolving favorably. . . . We will com-
municate with you as soon as possible.”

But a few weeks later, Bourque left for
a trade mission in Turkey. Since then, the Ar-
menian community has heard only silence.
The mayor has not replied to an August letter
in which the Armenian leaders asked for
another meeting.

“The dossier has been withdrawn from
the city council,” said Emmanuelle Juille, an
aide to Bourque. She added that it is still un-
der study by the city’s executive committee.

“If we forget these events,” warned
Asbed Avedissian, executive director of the
Armenian National Committee of Canada,
“we’re condemned to repeat them. We’ve
seen instances of genocide in our own time -
just think of Rwanda and Bosnia.”



Du 20 juin au 27 octobre 1996, au
Musée des Beaux-Arts de Montréal, a pris
place I’exposition de Magritte.

René Magritte (1896-1967) a d’abord
expérimenté la maniére cubiste, puis
futuriste. Il a utilis¢ des images simples
comme le ciel aux nuages bleus, le rideau,
I’arbre, le grelot et ainsi de suite, pour nous
amener a
examiner |,
le monde
avec
d’autres
yeux que
ceux de
[’habitude
ou des
préjugés.

Magritte
n’a pas
inventé
d e s
formes
nouvelles,
comme
I e s
futuristes
ou les
cubistes
et il n’a

i -acing,

Washington (D.C.), Nations] Gallery, collection M. et Mme

Faul Mellon, 1985

r tolie,

MAGRITTE

Jamais hésité & multiplier les répliques de ses
propres oeuvres. De plus, il employait une
manicre illusionniste pour la création de ses
oeuvres. Il croyait en la perfection et pour
cette raison méme, il entreprenait des reprises
et des réinterprétations.
Il savait comment créer de nouvelles
associations métaphoriques ou poétiques. Il
dénaturait les choses et
w altérait leurs qualités
spécifiques. Il avait
un talent
extraordinaire et il
disait: “Je ne suis
pas un artiste, je
suis un homme qui
pense”.

Les tableaux et
sculptures de
Magritte atteignent
les spectateurs
d’une maniére
différente.  Ils
réussissent & les
émouvoir et a les
passionner avec
des sujets qui leur

1 x 65 cm,

réinterprétations de Magritte faisait naitre un
nouvel intérét chez les spectateurs qui
regardaient ces peintures d’un angle
nouveau.

L’exposition Magritte était un
succes et grace a des artistes comme René
Magritte le monde des arts peut se vanter
davantage parce que cette fois-¢i, il le mérite

Tina Soulahian

Les promenades d’Euclide, 1955 huile sur tolle, 162 x 130
cm, The Minneapolls institute of Arte, The Willtam Hood
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melon collie and The Mfmmly

Many have accused the band Smash-
ing Pumpkins of giving-in to mainstream
and becoming another commercial “alterna-
tive” band. The concert they performed at
the Molson Centre on September 11, in sup-
port of their latest album “Melon Collie and
the Infinite Sadness”, proved this theory
right.

Dressed in his usual uniform (a long
sleeve “Zero” T-shirt with silver pants), Billy
Corgan, along with band members James ITha,
D’Arcy and replacement drummer, Mike
Peffer, covered every one of their popular
releases, including “Cherrub Rock”, the song
that first gave the band recognition.

Although the band’s original drummer,
Jimmy Chaimberland, was fired due to his
addiction to heroin, Filter’s Mike Peffer per-
formed extremely well as a substitute drum-
mer.

The band played with intense energy
throughout the show, while changing pace
from time to time to perform their slower
songs. The highlight of the show came when
the Pumpkins presented the song “Disarm”,
during which the many flames of the
audience’s waving lighters illuminated the
dim amphitheatre, creating a perfect atmo-

sphere for the
performance of
the touching
ballad.

How-
ever, midway
through their
set, the band
started playing
improvised,
discordant
instrumentals,
while front-
man Billy
Corgan was
strategically
making his gui-
tar whine in
deafening feed-
back, which
seemed to en-
tertain the audi-
ence.

The band
reappeared four
times for encores, during which Billy
Corgan’s riotous guitar riffs and senseless
bellowing dragged the show to the perfor-

mance of “Tonight-Tonight”, which brought
the concert to its long-awaited end.

N.
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86.11% of the vote. His rivals, former
deputy parliament speaker Boris
Arushayan and communist leader Hrant
Melkumyan , won 6.89% and 3. 89% re-
spectively. The turnout was 76% and vot-
ing went smoothly.

November 29

The Armenian parliament approved a pro-
gram of the new government. Key areas
of the government work, outlined by Prime
Minister Armen Sarkisian, are acceleration
and correction of the economic reforms,
an upgraded social policy, and state sup-
port to education, science, and culture.

December 10

The long drawn-out trial in Armenia of 11
people accused of terrorism and drug traf-
ficking ended in Yerevan with the verdict
24 ARDZIV-Official Organ of the ARFYOC

absolving a leading opposition party of any
conspiracy and illegal activity. The court
sentenced three defendants to death and
eight others to prison terms ranging from
3 to 15 years. But the verdict by the judge
and two appointed jury members did not
find any link between the Armenian Revo-
lutionary Federation and assassinations or
the accusation of forming an underground
conspiratorial group. Yet the ban on the
party’s activities is still in effect, although
the authorities cite the existence of
diaspora members in the leadership of the
party as the legal reason for the ban. Ac-
cording to Armenia’s laws, registered par-
ties cannot have foreign members.

Decemberl3
The Armenian Apostolic Church and the
Roman Catholic Church have reached ac-

cord on a major theological issue—the hu-
man and divine nature of Jesus Christ—
after a 1500-year long dispute. A joint dec-
laration signed in Vatican by Pope of Rome
John Paul II and Catholicos of all Arme-
nians Garegin I says the two churches fi-
nally reconciled and reached accord on the
issue.

December 13

The South Korean Samsung Electronics
company opened an outlet in Yerevan .
This is the only shop of Samsung Electron-
ics in Transcaucasia. The 100 square metre
shop offers a wide range of goods—from
video recorders to vacuum cleaners . The
supplies will be made from Finland via
Moscow.
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<26 Dans ce type de régime, une
fwnp &L LVwbl Jdtp uhpblh wnwiopbwl Juwn dwdtpp: coopération institutionnelle est nécessaire entre
shaving cream-h btL toothpaste- SpYynigwpph Ykuept Ybpe. y lespouvoirs. L'exécutifa beaucoup plus de puis-
h pmwntpp: Twpwp btr pwdlnitny Jdbp pUytpUtptl, § sance que le législatif. Le Chef d’Etat peut
“Yhpwlyh hbrphyncl, dhrwlybyhlp wyu Jjw ¢ nn | notamment dissoudre le Parlement. Toutefois,
fbpwhp§d whlUuplUtbtpny ubdhlwpp: cette derniére peut aussi renverser le
¢t P W L WP WDPNLwWwSE gouvernement mais non le Chef d’Ftat. Enfin, si
jwpdwlbywlp hipwpwlihep Uhpyuwjbwl “hupwpn lamajorité de ou des chambres est du méme parti
plUwyh dp wy Jhlgto wihybwl Rwdwp que le Chef d’Etat, ce demier se trouve donc dans

une position encore plus forte.

Et 'Arménie, quel type de régime politique la
caractérise?

LaRépublique d’ Arménie s’identifie
aurégime présidentiel. Toutefois, puisquecen’est
pas une démocratie stable qui prévaut
présentement en Arménie, il faut spécifier que
nous avons beaucoup de difficulté & identifier
I’ Arménie a un type de régime politique précis
associé aun Etat de droit. Notons une organisation
de I'appareil de I’Etat qui est cimentée sur les
principes du régime présidentiel mais avec une
tendance qui est plutdt autoritaire et qui accroit la
puissance du Président Ter-Pétrossian d"une facon
parfois non-constitutionnelle. Nous pouvons donc
en conclure que le régime politique arménien est
de type présidentiel mais avec des
outrepassements a certains niveaux qui en
résultent en des recours & des pratiques de nature
autoritaire généralement typiques des pays en
développement.

Zareh Meguerditchian

LNOhh-2.8.0.8.5.0.-h Mwznoebwpbpp 27



RED-BL!

CALLITINDEPENDENCE

Tt must be hard living without a spine

To laugh unhappily and give in to those who wine
Back in the early days when 1 lived in peace with myself
Never asked personal directions, never asked for help
Emotional turmoil hugging my legs

Trying to concentrate with all the «nip AW’y Ep»s.
Swim to me ocean, for I'm far away from your shore
Drift away to Armenia, my motherland knocks her head
at my door.

You speak in strange terms: somehow a harmonious
sound

No man’s land wants to hear you but will surely hunt
you down

Gather all your powers and push the enemies out
Because water cannot break into rock but cover it no doubt
And so you’ve been struggling against Mother Nature
Be faithful to your dreams and remember that only the
strong will endure

People are wrong, you are not as weak as you seem
Your strength is in number, you’re better off as a team
Your teammate, wpupwin, Says he’s almost there.
Dear Armenia, you have your independence, now it’s time
to share

Two Rivers shake hands and come down with a roar
No matter which land plants itself on their shore

My mother Hayasdan, your eyes are red smothered in
pain

You dress up in blue in the name of your saint

Your naked feet stumble in a field of orange-gold

You possess the secret of a hundred years: the story must
be told!

Emily Du Boncher

* ] was inspired by the A.Y F. Tri-Regional Leadership
Seminar 1996
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10) Have worked at the “Madenateran” or any public
library.

9) Have views on later run-ins for Minister of “some-
thing you know nothing “about”.

8) Have had no affair with Ludmila (Ter-Petrossian).

7) Have no moral or ethical judgement when it comes 10
lying about ARF.

6) Have expensive laste in clothing, spend twice what
you are making, and charge the rest on the government’s
account.

5) Be good friends with a certain clergyman.

4) Have a certain “fagon d’étre” with the Armenian

“nouveau riche”.

3) Have no clue of the benefits of having an active
Diasporan community.

2) Have been a fanatic supporter of the commies (com-
munists) . . . only five years ago.

1) Have had lived in Armenia for less then two years.

Apo Niziblia1

The views expressed in thie column reflects
solely the views of the authors themselves
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police patrol the streets and, with the assistance of plain clothes po-
lice units, roughly disperse any and all groups of citizens on the
streets. Acting on the president’s orders, Armenian security forces
arrest several hundred leading opposition leaders and members
throughout the country. Among them, were Shavarsh Kotcharian,
Seyran Avakian, David Vardanian and Arshak Sadoyan, all mem-
bers of the National Democratic Union; Roupen Hagopian, Kim
Balayan and Gagik Mgrditchyan of the ARF; Samvuel Shahinian of
the National State organization; and Aghassi Arshakian of the Sci-
entific-Industrial and Civil Union, asserted Geozelian. Manoukian
is reportedly in hiding as security officers seek to arrest him. At
least two opposition parties, including Manukian’s National Demo-
cratic Union (NDU) and the smaller National Self-Determination
Union (NDSU) have been closed down and there offices are now
guarded by government security forces.




,GandfOraD p nh, U'bn uppwywl

imug 'dLqunw,]bwG
'nbwﬁ» dLuuGLuzith

30 ARDZIV-Official Organ of the ARFYOC



ML

Sn'ip Awjulwu gnpu Awpuwnnehluutinng
wunituubingp b Jpot’
Jwjpwpwnuwpubnniu wunwiubinp:

I
Z

whnhg

Shgpwu Uks8h opny, Awjwuwnwu Yp
pwdunttn bpyne Jwuph. nntn wuncuubinp

LiL thwpu.l’lthLph’u pu.l’uh 'Uu.lﬁw’Uq plwn:

Snip Awj qhwniup dp wunilup, np
Uwshjwutu Jbpng thwuwnby pt wopuwnhp
Awlypuwabe t: Ut pniwpwuwlwu grhmm.'u
dpu tn bu uwbe J68 thhhunihwg (dﬁ: hp
wnpdwup Yp quunih Awjwuwnmwup
Jwunbuwnwpwuhu wngbi:

Sniu'n pnilu wunituubpp Abnbibhwg
dwslwuniuubpniu.

w) Apwjn frdnjup

p) Unphip Ubpnp

4) dwuh hojuwu

n Upwd Swunybwu

BE) Upyn| nudw

Dwu Yuwydwsd t «pogwly»-h
fudpwgnnipbwu b wunp Jtg qpusé
Jinyuuwndniwdpubinn, Uowuwnp ownp dp:
Owuop t «Mwppp» unnpwgnniebwdp:
1934-hu Uwput] Jupnuwdwhwn 4 ppw)
e Jhushe 1948 wnwnwwbpt bwnp® Yp
dJwhwuwj:

Sn'ip wuncup b jhot” hp yuwpws bplyne
Yupbinp ywiwupwlwnne wwowmouubing,
dnnnynipnhu
Swlwwmwgnwlwu ugwuwlyniphlu niubynn

2n2uﬂlh Up pupwyphu:

Auwj Awdwn

1

luulunnu phih Iy G Iiu»-h ululmtuulululllllinll Gh. . .
gnuljwl nkdp 3u|l|n|: llli[hp Swinpkwl, 1Enwihnpuwijwl nkdp Il.nuul Nwzwmmnhwb

Sn'ip gpuwlwu wuntuubpp Abunbibw
qnugtwnubpncu.

w) Uwnnd twpnwubwu

p) Mwepwit; Munywubwu

4) Snpp. 3njutth Bhodwubkwu
n) Awdpwpanud Uttubwu

3pot’ Atimbitbw) tpyphpubpniu gnpdwsws
Anwduting.

w) 3Snltuwunwu

p) dbubynibjw

4) MnyYuphw

n) Uwuwnphw

) Awjwuunwu

Tnu t wotuwphp wdbkut Jb8 Yhunwupu ke
8 nppufu Yp Yont:
qmp Yo quiunch wouwphh wubut inpp
reupnLyp:

s Up uowuwlt «Uwppupwuwins pung:

ﬂ]wmwuf\xw‘u‘uhpn m.r;_wpl;bg{;p ﬁbmbabwl
G ﬁwuﬂth‘u \ Lo
;’ARDZIV BARFERATERT
;_,,_;5401 Otlvar~Aaaelin ;
 Montreal (Quebec) H4J. 1L5 |
~(514) 551 654&

hmh umui‘cluiﬁ u :tp'uﬁp

ULNObh-4.8.%.9.5.U.-h Mwzwnobwptpp 31






